man who grabbed a .38 revolve

28-year-old man who grabbed a gun case and threatened suicide

a 9mm pistol, a Mosquito semi-automatic pistol

Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into their backyards

Police seized two handguns, two rifles, and a shotgun.

WASHINGTON

EXTREME
RISK
- PROTECTION

ORDERS

A GUIDE TO THE PROCESS

man was arrested with the gun

man surrendered a handgun and an AR-15, the semi-au

crying in the bathroom, and cocking his .40 caliber pistol

man with a small arsenal and a history of domestic violence

| into an auto parts store with a loaded handgun

threatened to kill himself, his wife, and their young child
grabbed a gun case and threatened su

a Glock 9mm and a .380 handgun

ex-boyfriend and threatened to kill him while holding a knife

&
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WASHINGTON

Extreme Risk Protection
Order Process

TEMPORARY ERPO PROCESS

COMPLETE AN ERPO PETITION

May have the option to participate by telephone. Law
enforcement may petition outside of normal business hours.

.

TEMPORARY ERPO HEARING BEFORE A JUDGE

. .
TEMPORARY COURT DOES
ERPO ISSUED NOT ISSUE ERPO

The petitioner may appeal the
court’s decision. If there is no
appeal, the process ends.

Temporary ERPOs last for up
to 14 days. The court sets
the final ERPO hearing date.

. .

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVES THE ERPO

Law enforcement provides the respondent with a copy
of the ERPO and explains to the respondent the process of
dispossessing him/herself of firearms and ammunition for
the duration of the order. Law enforcement receives firearm(s)
and concealed pistol license. If respondent is a minor, firearms in
his/her residence must be safely secured to prevent access, or
be removed. Law enforcement provides respondent and court
with a receipt identifying the removed firearms. Law enforcement
adds the temporary ERPO to existing background check
systems to bar firearm purchases.

Authorized petitioners in Washington include:
Family

Law enforcement

FINAL ERPO PROCESS

FINAL ERPO HEARING BEFORE A JUDGE

. 4 .
RESPONDENT RESPONDENT
IS IN COURT IS NOT IN COURT

Petitioner presents the
petition to the court.

Petitioner presents the petition

to the court; other witnesses

testify. Respondent responds
to the petition in court.

.

COURT DETERMINES WHETHER TO ISSUE FINAL ERPO

. .

COURT ISSUES COURT DOES NOT
FINAL ERPO ISSUE FINAL ERPO

Petitioner may appeal the
court's decision. If there is
no appeal, the process ends.
Law enforcement returns
firearms to respondent.

ERPO is in place for up to
one year. Respondent may
return to court and request

termination of the ERPO.

.

ERPO ENDS
-~ . 5

RESPONDENT REQUESTS RETURN OF FIREARMS

Law enforcement verifies the former respondent is not
otherwise disqualified and returns firearms to the individual.
Law enforcement updates the background check system.

IF A FINAL ERPO IS ISSUED, PURCHASE
AND POSSESSION OF FIREARMS IS
PROHIBITED FOR UP TO 1 YEAR.

Extreme Risk Protection Orders A Guide to the Process in Washington

*Information on this website does not constitute legal advice. Every factual situation is unique; if you want legal advice specific to your particular circumstances, please consult knowledgeable counsel.



